Wordbank: Discourse markers

> More challenge 1, p. 31

Discourse markers are words and phrases that organize language in discussions and
written arguments, e.g. they show the structure of an argument or the speaker's attitude.
They usually stand at the beginning of a sentence.

Opening a discussion
What do you think about ...?
- Let's discuss ...

- How about ...?

- I'd like to suggest ...

—

Giving your opinion

- In my opinion/view, ...

- If you ask me, ...

- I'd like to point out that ...

- Regarding ..., | think/suppose ...
- Apparently, ...

Summing up and stating the result(s)

- To sum up our discussion, we think .../
agree that .../can't agree on ...

- Both/All of us agree that ...

- Everybody supports .../is for/against ...

- (We voted and) a majority is for/
against ...

- Inany case, ...

- On the whole,

- Inshort, ...

- It has become clear that ...

.../ As aresult, ...

Agreeing

- | (definitely) agree (because) ...
- | think so too.

- (I think) you're right.

- It's true that ...

- That's a very good point.
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Asking for clarification

- Sorry, | didn't get that.

- Could you please give an example of ...?
- Are you saying that ...?

- Does that mean ...?

- In other words, ...?

Buying time
- Well, let me see ...
- I'm not an expert, of course,
but I think/1 guess/1'd say that ...
- Well, that's an interesting point.
- | see what you mean.

Changing the subject

- Oh, by the way, ...
- Another aspect of ... is ...
- Right, now let's discuss .../go on to ...

- Yes, indeed.

- Certainly, ...

Disagreeing

- (I'm afraid) | don't agree.

- I'm not so sure about ...

- Yes/True, but don't forget ...

- (Sorry,) | think you're wrong./
I don't think you're right.

- However, ...

- Although ..., ...

- In spite of this, ...

- On the contrary, ...

- Evenso, ...
- ..., but nevertheless ...

J

Giving reasons/supporting your point

- To start/begin with, ...

- Firstly/Secondly, ...

- A good example for/against ... is ...

- Think of ..., for instance.

- What's more, ...

- On the one hand ..., but on the other
hand ...

- Therefore, ...

- Since ..., ...

- No doubt ...

- As a consequence, ...
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